The nature of the renal response to chronic disorders of acid-base equilibrium.
The rate of acid excretion by the kidney appears to be determined by factors regulating the site and the rate of sodium reabsorption, rather than by a homeostatic mechanism that responds to systemic pH. This hypothesis, although unconventional, is supported by much experimental evidence, and it accounts for a wide variety of clinical and physiologic findings that heretofore have been difficult or impossible to explain.